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T H E  B I G  E  

This past August, the Cooke Family from California, traveled to Yukon, Oklahoma, to 

purchase a very rare and unique Edsel - a 58 Villager Amblewagon. It is one of a few 

that were converted into ambulances by Automotive Conversion Corp of Birming-

ham, Michigan. 

Automotive Conversion Corp (ACC) was a Michigan-based coachbuilder that mainly 

converted standard wheelbase station wagons into ambulances and funeral cars. 

These Edsel wagons were specially ordered  through an Edsel dealer with a 9 pas-

senger middle seat and the deletion of the tail and lift gate. Once the vehicles ar-

rived at ACC, an extra-large side-hinged one-piece fiberglass rear door was fitted 

(Continued on page 3) 

Rare Edsel Amblewagon Found: 

Previously Unknown Edsel  

Found in Oklahoma 

As reported by William Cooke 
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Hello again, everyone, 

  

Sad to say, I must report on the passing of yet another one of our members. In October, Steve Luth of Califor-

nia died in a car accident. I never had the pleasure of meeting Steve, but from the comments that people 

have made about him on one of the Edsel pages on Facebook, he sounded like a very knowledgeable man 

who was very helpful to his fellow Edsel owners. Steve had just earned his 40 year EOC membership pin this 

summer. Condolences to Steve's family and friends. 

  

I did some more puttering with my 59 as of late, and seemed to be this/close to getting it out on the road. 

Well, it snowed today, so I think it's into hibernation yet again! 

At the EOC convention in Springfield this year, I couldn't help but notice a Buttercup Yellow 60 convertible in 

immaculate condition. At my first Edsel meet back in 1970, there were four 1960 Edsel convertibles present; 

one was identical to the spotless convertible, but was very long-in-the-tooth. To use the old expression, it had 

been ridden hard, and put away wet! I wondered if there was a possibility it could be the same car, when 

Roger Hill told me that yes, it was the very car once owned by Alan Payne. 

Alan Payne was one of the first 100 people to join the EOC, and was the club's chief judge for many years. 

Alan brought this 60 convertible to the 1970 Rockome Gardens meet shortly after he purchased it from the 

original owners for around $100. The dreaded "Tin Worm" had feasted on this poor car, but it was mechani-

cally sound. There was an electrical problem, as the car needed to be jump-started twice at the meet. 

 In 1971, Alan traded the 60 convertible even-up for a 59 convertible that had been completely restored by 

Willard Jolley of North Carolina. Willard was hot on the trail for one each of all seven models of 1960 Edsel, 

and he and Alan were both happy with the deal. 

The 60 went through a few subsequent owners before undergoing a total restoration. I was so happy to see 

this car be brought back to life in such a meticulous way, that I picked this 60 convertible, now owned by 

Dave Kirkel of Western Springs, Illinois, to be the President's Choice award winner at the 45th EOC conven-

tion. Congratulations, Dave! 

  

Time is running out for Harv Woebekkings 58 Corsair/Citation rear window seal project. He needs orders for 

100 seals, and it's getting close, but we need the numbers, folks!  

As Thanksgiving approaches, I'd like to wish everybody safe travels, good times with family and friends, and a 

time for some reflection. I am especially thankful, for as I'm writing this letter, my daughter Aubrey is moving 

back to Illinois! We might even be able to attend the occasional Edsel meet together! 

  

Best wishes,  

George  



Volume XLV,  Issue  6  Page 3  

on the wagon that allowed an extra 3 1/2" to 5" entrance headroom than the original tailgate.  A full-featured ambu-

lance conversion could be done for $1,000.  It is not known how many Edsel amblewagons were built, but several ex-

amples still survive, including this one that was just purchased by the Cooke family.  

ACC's Amblewagon conversion cost only a fraction of the price of a new long-wheelbase Cadillac ambulance. Small-

town rescue squads and volunteer fire departments could finally afford their own dedicated ambulance instead of rely-

ing on their local funeral directors for accidents and patient transports.   

This Amblewagon is a new addition to the Edsel Registry's and it is an untouched original car, except for the fact that 

the engine is missing. It still has the orginal factory paint checker stamps in various places around the firewall and 

floor. There are still holes in the floor from the conversion equipment. The previous owner had bought out a morturary 

in 1961 and this amblewagon was included in the deal. He held onto it all this time, and he even retained the 3rd row 

seat. This amblewagon served Sayre, Oklahoma but was found and purchased in Yukon. 

The Cooke family are planning to get it running and driving in time for the Southlanders event, which will take place on 

June 1, 2014, as the featured car club at the Old Car Show at Pomona Fairplex, As time and money will allow—it will be 

restored cosmetically and mechanically and it will be brought back to its full former glory as an ambulance.  

A little side note: just a month after the Cookes’ purchased this amblewagon, the same general area, where this ambu-

lance had originally served back in its day in Sayre, Oklahoma, became the focus of national and world-wide news 

when two old Chevrolets were found at the bottom of a lake on September 18, 2013.  A 1952 Chevrolet sedan which 

had disappeared in 1969 and a 1969 Camaro hardtop which had disappeared in 1970, were found submerged in this 

lake. The condition of these cars led authorities conclude that they have been in the lake since they disappeared over 

40 years ago. When the cars were pulled out of the lake, several skeletons were found in each car. This discovery is 

helping to solve several cold cases for missing persons.   

                                                                    Steve C. Luth 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     1955—2013 

The Edsel Community lost a great man in the month of October when Steve Luth of Sacramento, CA was tak-

en early from the world in a car accident. Steve was a true asset not only as a friend in the car hobby, but in 

general, a truly concerned man about our country and our lives, even with his political views being well 

known, never were they overbearing or demeaning, all done in the best interest for humanity. Steve particu-

larly liked Bermuda wagons and at one time, owned more than ten. He always will be remembered to all of 

us as "Your Pal Steve" 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

(Anblewagon story continued from page 1) 
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1958 Edsel Trunk Hinge Maintenance 
Written by David Fleischer 

 
The 1958 Edsel passenger car contains a pair of trunk hinges that are of a torsion bar design that is unlike those 

in 1959 or 1960 Edsels. Some of you who own a 58 Edsel passenger car may have experienced problems with the 

trunk hinges. The 58 passenger trunk hinges are VERY prone to breakage if they are not kept lubricated. It is not 

uncommon to find 58 Edsels using broom sticks and 2x4's to hold the trunk lids open. 

  

The culprit of the problem is that inside each trunk hinge assembly, there is a die cast retainer that is underneath 

the hinge itself and it swings back and fourth when the trunk lid is opened and closed. This die cast retainer has a 

curved shape somewhat like an upside down letter "J", and the torsion bar rests in this retainer. This part is illus-

trated in the Edsel service manual on page 48 and I have scanned it in the left photo below. I also added the green 

arrow to show where the torsion bar is in contact with the retainer: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This illustration from the service manual actually shows the back side of the retainer, it is on the other side where 

this "J" shaped retainer bears much of the weight of the trunk lid when it is opened. In the factory, this retainer is 

heavily coated with grease. The torsion bar turns and rubs on this retainer when the trunk lid is opened and closed. 

Over time, the grease dries up and wears away and the retainer becomes dry. When there is not enough grease on 

the retainer, the stress of supporting the torsion bar and weight of the trunk lid will cause the retainer to begin to 

slightly twist and bend sideways and then eventually break when the trunk lid is opened and closed. Once this re-

tainer breaks, there is nothing to support the torsion bar and thus the trunk lid will no longer stay up when opened.  

The photo on the right, above, is of a good trunk hinge that I salvaged from a junked Edsel, and I will be putting this 

hinge in my Pacer tri tone hardtop. In this photo you can see the “J” shaped part of the retainer. I am using an awl 

to point out a shiny area inside the “J” part of the retainer—this is where the torsion bar rubs against  the retainer— 

and this area must  ALWAYS be covered with grease.  

If your trunk lid is working good and staying upwards in the opened position, then I would very strongly advise you 

to lubricate the "J" shaped retainer inside the hinge to prevent breakage in the future. If the hinges are allowed to 

become dry, they will most assuredly break sooner or later.    

To lubricate the hinges, you will need a long narrow putty knife and a can of wheel bearing grease or marine 

grease.   
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Put a generous dollop of grease on the putty knife and reach into the area just under the hinge itself and you 

should see the part I keep referring to — the die cast retainer that has the torsion bar rubbing on it.: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apply the grease right where the torsion bar is rubbing against the retainer. After you apply the grease, raise and 

lower the trunk lid a couple of times and then repeat the application of grease in the same location two or three 

times to ensure full coverage: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the hinge in your 58 Edsel already has the retainer piece broken off, there are only two solutions: one would be to 

find a good hinge from an Edsel being parted out (and that is becoming more difficult, as this piece is usually al-

ready broken in many parts cars) and the other solution would be to purchase a repair kit from an advertiser in this 

newsletter, Jerry Lasseigne. Neither solution is a cheap or easy one, which is why it is so important to keep that die 

cast retainer well lubricated at all times in the hinge assembly.  

 

The expression:  "a stitch in time saves nine" applies well here, in keeping the hinge retainers well-greased. 
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  New items offered by E.O.C. : 

 

The 2014 EOC Calendars are in the mail, if you want extras please contact Lois Roth 503-

492-0878 or Lois_Roth97030@msn.com $15.00 each includes shipping 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edsel Owners License Plate frame 

They are $20.00 each plus $5.00 shipping US. Canada and International would be 

$10.00 shipping. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edsel Christmas cards.......package of 5 cards/envelopes $10.00 includes shipping 

To purchase either item, please make check payable to EOC, 1740 NW 3rd St  Gresham, 

OR 97030 contact info:  Lois Roth 503-492-0878   e-mail Lois_Roth97030@msn.com 
 

mailto:Lois_Roth97030@msn.com
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Johel Ducasse - Orleans,France 

Severt & Erica Mogensen - CO 

Goran Claesson - Sweden 

Warren Johansen - AZ 

Ken Buell - MO 

Roger Moore - ND 

Jim & Carolyn Shaffer - IA 

David Truemner - ONTARIO 

Rex Bennett Sebastian, FL 

Ron Hoffman Dayton, OH 

Paul Darlington - FL 

Joe Prenatt - PA  

 

 

Volume XLV,  Issue  6  

EOC MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 2013:  

WATCH THE SPEEDOMETER CLIMB! 

WELCOME NEW  

MEMBERS! 

We need your Edsel photos for the 2015 Calendar! Please submit 

a picture either 4x6 or 5x7 .....with a nice background setting. Dig-

ital photos are fine. Color copies of a photo do not reproduce well. 

Send to Jeannine Phipps 2500 NE 187th Ave Vancouver, WA 

98684  e-mail  jeanninephipps@comcast.net or send to Lois Roth 

1740 NW 3rd St  Gresham, OR 97030 e-mail    

Lois_Roth97030@msn.com 

Edsel Calendar of  Events 

 Our 46th EOC National Convention will be 

held in Dayton, Ohio  July 30th - Aug 

3rd......details to be finalized in early spring......  

We need to know what the local chapters are doing, let 

us know if there is anything in your area that deserves 

to be noted in this calendar.  

Email your event info to edselmaniac@msn.com  



Ads in the Green Line are free to members.  $10 

fee to non-members.  They will be run for 3 issues, 

on a space available basis.  Ads should be kept to 

35 words or less and sent to: 

Green Line Action Ads 

David Fleischer 

1156 North 350 West 

Centerville, Utah 84014 

or 

Email me at: edselmaniac@msn.com 

 

EDSELS FOR SALE 

 

1958 Edsel Pacer 2 DR HT 

W8EG 700928 63B KNN T O1H 4 A 

79,000, Loaded with options-needs complete res-

toration (some rust) Believed to be a PRESS CAR 

for National Press Introduction on August 26 - 28, 

1957 -see Love-Fords.org for details. SERIOUS Buy-

ers , $5,000 Inquiries Roland Houde @978-685-

2641 Eastern Standard Time 8 am - 6 pm 

rhoudy@comcast.net (3) 

 

1958 Edsel Citation 2 DR HT, Frame off resto few 

years ago. New tires, overhauled eng & trans. Per-

fect interior, garage kept ps, pb. We just don’t use 

it anymore, cany apple red & white. Milton Mouser, 

Jackson MO 573-270-400o or 573-243-4964 (3) 

 

1959 Edsel Ranger 4 DR SD, 6cyl  ONE OWN-

ER Vin#A9UF740950. Standard transmission. 

4,000 miles on rebuilt engine. In storage for over 

25 yrs. Probably fair condition. Does not run at pre-

sent time. It is a great car just waiting to be re-

stored. Best Offer Located in Brock, Texas, please 

contact - Clifford and/or Sally Hummer, 

6816 Chickering Road,Fort Worth, Texas 76116 

ph: 817 304 4026, email: cshummer@att.net (1) 

(note: photo sent to editor shows a very solid look-

ing car sitting inside a barn or shed) 

 

1959 Edsel Ranger 4 DR SD, . No power steering 

or power brakes. V8 engine, 44,000 actual miles. 

Very nice condition. Garaged in winters. Parts car 

included. $7,000. Contact Marie Pierce 218-440-

1230 or 218-969-1698  Hibbing, MN (1) 

(note: photo sent to editor shows this car to be in 

EXCELLENT condition) 

  

PARTS & LITERATURE MEMORABILIA FOR SALE  

 

Complete Super Express 303HP V8 (E400) and 

Dual Power Automatic Transmission Setup. This is 

an engine/transmission package deal including 

everything from air cleaner to oil pan and from fan 

blade to transmission. Motor runs fine. Entire set 

up for $950. Located in SE MN, may be able deliv-

er for gas money. Mike Erickson, 

Flstci71@yahoo.com (1) 

 

Edsel literature for sale: 

'59 owners manual, original, excellent cond. $ 65  

'60 owners manual, original, fair cond $25 

'60 Sales brochure, new-nifty-thrifty-good cond 

$25 (dealer stamp on cover) 

'60 Sales pamphlet, 70 reasons to go Edsel in '60   

$7  

'60 Maintenance manual  $25  

7"x9-1/2" '60 Edsel colors and upholsteries 

3 ring binder...Binder only, no contents $20   

 Contact John Anderson  928-517-8137  Fountain 

Hills, AZ jander4390@gmail.com (1) 
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I have a lot of parts for a 59 Edsel that I need to 

sell. A complete front end of 2 fenders, hood and 

3 grills with all the trim. Also 3 instrument clus-

ters, tail light lens, a big plastic container full with 

rubber parking light housing and lots of other 

things. I'm asking $600 for everything." 

Contact Jim White Dallas, TX, phone: 214-363-

4632, email:jwhite2012@icloud.com (1) 

 

DVD’s for sale ---1998 EOC Convention in Dear-

born Includes 38 Edsels on the Ford Test Track, 

Roy Brown’s “How we designed it” presentation, 

Edsel intro to Ford management, TV ad, Edsels on 

Vacation and Edsel crash tests. Runs about 4 

hours. $20 Reg Brown at reg-

brown208@gmail.com  843-693-3331 (2) 

 

Edsel Fenders for Sale 

Multiple 1958 Edsel Front Fenders starting at 

$500 up (selling price based on fender condition) 

Roland Houde @978-685-2641----Eastern Stand-

ard Time 8 am - 6 pm rhoudy@comcast.net (3) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Edsel Taillight lenses for all 58 models are availa-

ble again on a limited basis. Get your orders in 

now so that you don’t miss out.  Bill Glass, 1511 

East Florence Blvd, Space #33, Casa Grande, AZ 

85222, Phone 253-686-6555. (3)  

 

GOLD PLATED CLASSIC KEYS & N.O.S. (Original) 

KEYS for all Edsels and Ford models. Many of 

those hard to find keys and lock cylinders. Keys 

cut by code, please inquire with year and model. 

JESSER’S CLASSIC KEYS, 26 West Street, Dept 

EOC, Akron, OH 44303, Phone 330-376-8181 * 

24 hr FAX 330-384-9129 VISA 

  

Pacer NOS chain link seat material, red and 

brown. Also have some rib cloth and silver welt. 

Contact Jerry Lasseigne, 300 Coulon Rd., 

Thibodaux, LA 70301, PH: 985-446-6487.  

 

Edsel parts; new, used & rebuilt, 1000’s in stock, 

parts list with SASE. Jerry Lasseigne, 300 Coulon 

Rd, Thibodaux, LA 70301, PH:985-446-6487  

 

Get your E.O.C. “Horse collar” key chains!  2 styles 

to choose from.  All funds benefit the Edsel Owners 

Club.  Only $7.00 each.  Contact: Jeannine Phipps 

at 360-892-8943 email: jean-

ninephipps@comcast.net 

 

Reproduction appliqué plates, hood ornaments 

and bumper guard pads. Contact Jerry Lasseigne, 

300 Coulon Rd., Thibodaux, LA 70301, PH: 985-

446-6487  

 

Rear Window Rubber Seal (New) 1959 Edsel 2/4 

Door Sdn/Hrdtp $130.00 each. Add $15.00 ship-

ping/ins. Dave Houchin, 145 William Bartram 

Drive, Crescent City, FL 32112.  

 

1958-1960 Edsel Fuel Pumps. Have 6 Cyl and 8 

Cyl pumps for vacuum and electrical wiper models. 

Factory rebuilt. Contact Blaise Kendzioiski, 1408 S. 

Wenona, Bay City, Michigan 48706, 989-892-

2652. 

 

EDSEL/EDSEL PARTS WANTED/TRADE 

WANTED—1959 Ranger seat cloth in black, either 

new or good used. Need enough to redo both front 

and back seat. Contact Peter D. LaChapelle  19 

Union St, Salem, MA 01970-5109 Ph: 978-744-

9198 email PDL9@excite.com (1) 

 

___________________________________ 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT: 
An important repro project is in the works. The rear 

window rubber seal for the 58 Corsair/Citation 

models has been needed for years, and Harv 

Woebbeking is pushing hard to make it a reality. 

He needs orders for 100 seals, and at last report 

he had 82. Estimated final cost is $120-$150 per 

seal. Get in touch with Harv Woebbeking, PO Box 

507, Fox Lake, Wisconsin 53933, (414) 640-4810 

musicmaster@charter.net 

tel:214-363-4632
tel:214-363-4632
mailto:jwhite2012@icloud.com
tel:978-744-9198
tel:978-744-9198
mailto:PDL9@excite.com
mailto:musicmaster@charter.net


President - George Foran, 1614 Wilcox St, 

Crest Hill, IL 60403. gbf58@comcast.net 815-

919-3570 

Past President -  

Vice President - Regions -  Carolyn Fakeley, Prai-

rie Chapter #97 53051 Range Rd. 211,  

Ardrossan, AB Canada T8G 2C6.  

edseland@telusplanet.net  780-922-3777 

Treasurer - Lois Roth, Or-E-gon Chapter, 1740 

NW 3rd St., Gresham, OR 97030, 

lois_roth97030@msn.com  

503-492-0878 

Secretary - Maye Gulley, Heart of America Chap-

ter, PO Box 587, DeSoto, KS 66018-0587 

jmdgulley@aol.com 913-583-1822 

Vice President - Chapters - Kathye Higdem, 9211 

Portland Ave S., Bloomington, MN 55420-3839. 

khigdem@yahoo.com 952-884-3091 

Vice President Membership - Jeannine Phipps, 

Or-E-gon Chapter, 2500 NE 187th Ave., Vancou-

ver, WA 98684, jeanninephipps@comcast.net 

360-892-8943 

Public Relations - "Shamrock" Shelley Cleaver, 

North Texas Chapter, 35998 US Highway 69 N, 

Jacksonville, Texas 75766-7578,  

903-586-4311  

Big E/Greenline Editor– David Fleischer, 1156 

North 350 West, Centerville, Utah 84014,  

edselmaniac@msn.com  

Head Judge - Carroll "Higgie" Higdem,  

khigdem@yahoo.com (952) 884-3091 

Historian - Mike Hinsch, Or-E-gon Chapter, 31010 

NW North Avenue, North Plains, OR 97133-6145, 

mn_hinsch@msn.com 503-647-5376  

Founders: 

Edsel Henry Ford, b.1925—d. 2013 

Perry Piper - b.1911- d.1999 

Mike Read - b.1943 - d.2005 

David Sinclair, Eagle, ID edselguy@q.com 

(208) 939-5534  

Other Contacts: 

Webmaster - Greg Corcoran - Columbine Chapter 

Big E Publication Dates 

January, March, May, July,  

September, November and  

Calendar Issue. 

Copy deadline is 30 days prior to 

above publication dates.   

Submit copy and pictures to:  

David Fleischer 

1156 North 350 West 

Centerville, Utah  84014 

edselmaniac@msn.com 
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We’re on the web at  
www.edselclub.org 

Edsel Owners Club Editor 

David Fleischer 

1156 North 350 West 

Centerville, UT 84014 

Edse l  Owners Club Inc .  

Text: 801-698-9035 

email: edselmaniac@msn.com 

Edsel Owners 
Club Inc. 

The “BIG E” is the official 

publication of the Edsel 

Owners Club. The Club is 

dedicated to the preserva-

tion of the Edsel, with mem-

bers in all walks of life help-

ing each other in their labor 

of love.  The “BIG E” is edit-

ed and published by Mike 

Hinsch.  The Edsel Owner’s 

Club, Inc. was founded by 

Edsel Henry Ford, Perry E. 

Piper, Michael Read and 

David Sinclair and was in-

corporated as a non-profit 

organization under the laws 

of the State of Illinois on 

February 3rd, 1969.  Annu-

al membership dues: Unit-

ed States $35 ($25 if Big E 

is received by email), Cana-

da $40 (US Funds)($30 if 

Big e is received by email) , 

all others $45 (US 

Funds)($35 if Big E is re-

ceived by email) per year.  

Of this amount $30 is ap-

plied as an annual sub-

scription to “The Big E”, the 

official club publication.  All 

dues should be forwarded 

to the club treasurer, Lois 

Roth.  An Associate Mem-

bership (someone presiding 

in the same household) is 

available for $15. 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 


